Kids

N E’E’ Yw Support

Child  Adwocate -
Trained social winrkers whio wiork with
families throughowt their involvement
with Bids Howse; Mental Hesith -

By Judi Blimgman

Kids House of Seminole, Children's
Advocacy Center, is a 301c)3 non-
profit organization that provides =
wvariety of services to aid child abuse
wictims  and their families. These
services are provided in Bids Howse
child friendly facility, located at 5467
N. Ronald Reagan Blvd., in Sanfiord.
The goal of Kids Houwse is to lessen
the negative impact by providing a
enmfort zone in which these victims
can begin 1o heal.

Kids House opened its doors in 19959,
expanding last year into their state-of-
the-ant facility, made possible throngh
the efforts of & dedicated professiomal
staffand voncemed citizens. Following
13 months of oonstroction, they
officially dedicated the 12,000 square
foot Wayne Densch Family Trawrna
Cemter and committed it to the cane

and protection of owr community's
childrem. Toward this poal, Kids

Houwse has a number of programs that
work together om cases: The Child
Protection Team - Trained social
workers who perform  investigative
services: Medical Trawms - Medical
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profiessionals;

Licensed mental heath connselors;
Fammily Conmection - Trained social
workers who focus on Prevention and
Familly DOutreach. Together with law
enforcement and  judicial pantoers,
Kids Howse provides a secamless
approach to working with wictims aod
their families.

Im her message from the Executive
Director, June 2007, Mancy Crawfond
RAYE,, "'ChmM Abuse is 2 horrific type
of pain and anguish that destooys
childbood and creates a dywanic inowr
society that causes long range negative
effects... Many of owr children are

Just wrying to survive in their own

world of tervor. We have to do all we
can to stop child abuse." She guotes
Margaret Mead, Amthropologist, "The
solution of adult problems tomommow
depends in large medasuie Wpon the
way our childnen grow i tod ay. Thizne
is mo greater insight bt the futre
than recognizing wheh Wi save o

chilldran, we save wuwmmﬁil‘w'&\&é;.‘" o
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The TS Department of Health and
Human Services estimates that twi ok
of three incidents of abuse and negleit
are not reported toauthorities. Based on
the 4000 reports of abuse and neglect
received in Seminole County duding
the FY 20035-2006, aproximately 8000
incidents remain wnneported. Dofing
this same time period, Kids Howse
served 6535 victimized children, the
largest age group being ages 11-15
{188); mext largest ages D-3 [155).
In all except 3% of these cases, thi
offender’s relationship was knowi
to the victim--64% & parent or other
melative.

According o Paul Finelli, Director of

Dewvelopment commumnity imvolverent

s crncial to ithe shedess of Kids Fowse,
"It is your responsibility to vepart
suspicions," he says. "Kids House
can'’t be everyone, everywhere." Hg
notes that teachiers e often the fitst i
detect abuse,

To name a few Tiscawillans whi
wolunteer ithetr tire bo Kids Folbe,
Katie Weber, a stident st Winiter
Springs High School, has for thi
past six wears made Bastet baskets
for the Kids. This year's tital ws
120 baskets! Tom Muller supports
the Christmias Wish project by taking
100-150 paper smowiman ornaminis
imbo the comuhity and getting peopls
to sponsor chilidren by falfilling their
wishes listed ion thie shiowmen. Walih
for more about Kids Howse and thisse
dedicated wiolinbetrs in a futue mﬂm\@;
of Tusomwiilla Todey.

In thie meanwhile, Paul Finglli invites
you o join Kids House for a "Walk in
TheirShoes Tour." Towurs are 45 minubes
in length and are custormarily held ok
Tuesday momings @t $:00 am. Yo
will meet ithe dedicated professionials
committed to helping hildren, iand
Discover Kids House for yourself.
Trust me. [t is an overwhelming
experience. Dmee you've "walked. in
their shoes,” you will want to help.
Clomtact Paul a 0T) 324-3036, X257
to schedule a our and learn how you
can help. 4
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